COURSE OUTLINE


CLASS:
Pre-Calculus

PERIOD:
II (9:25–10:50 a.m.) and III (10:55 a.m.–12:55 p.m.)


INSTRUCTOR:
Coach Atkins


GRADING:
Total Points System


A student’s grade is the percentage of their received points to the total points that were allowed. For the course grade, each semester counts as 37.5% and the final exam counts as 25%.


REQUIREMENTS:
Tests / Quizzes


At least one test will be given for each unit. As in real-life, tests make up the majority of points for the course.  Quizzes (announced or unannounced) will be given randomly over many lessons.  Students should always be prepared for a quiz; furthermore, homework assignments may be given as graded, “take-home” quizzes.



Homework



It is necessary for students to complete any assigned take-home practice work.  Homework is due at the beginning of class and will be graded for effort and completeness (this includes showing all work).  Because this “practice” is so important, credit will NOT be given for undone work, partial work, or sloppy work.  Unexcused, late homework will earn half credit if turned in before the test, but will not be accepted after it!  All homework should be written neatly, and should include the student’s first and last name, lesson number, problem numbers, and written work. 



Projects / Labs


Most units will have at least one project assigned and/or a lab given.  Projects must be very neat and will be graded according to a set rubric.  Labs will be graded by taking a follow-up quiz.



Notebook / Classwork



Students must keep a notebook containing all notes and other assignments correctly labeled and neatly organized into the following 5 sections: NOTES, CLASSWORK, HOMEWORK, TESTS / QUIZZES, and PROJECTS / LABS.  Students will also keep a log of all the points that they earned and were allowed in the front of their notebook.  At the end of each unit, items in the notebook will be spot-checked for a grade. 


Extra Credit


Frequently, opportunities for bonus points are available.  A POD (Problem Of the Day) is given most days at the beginning of the class period.  Although all students must attempt the POD, correct answers are bonus points, and there is no penalty for a wrong answer.  Bonus points are also given for properly correcting the instructor.  Tardy students are ineligible for receiving POD points.

DESCRIPTION:
Pre-Calculus is an advanced level study of trigonometry, functions, analytical geometry, and data analysis in preparation for Calculus. Pre-Calculus also incorporates application and modeling of problems and makes use of modern technology.  Prerequisites for this course include skills in the use of functions, equation manipulation (including systems), trigonometric ratios, and logic.


MATERIALS:
( textbook (provided on loan)

( at least 2 standard, no. 2 pencils (may use mechanical) with erasers
( red pen (for in-class, peer grading)

( 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper (no spiral-bound themebooks)
( at least 2 dry erase markers

( dry erase eraser


COMMUNICATION:
It is vital that students contact the instructor whenever any difficulty arises.  Not getting help when needed may result in struggling to catch up later!  The best methods of contact include seeing the instructor in person or via e-mail (atkinsej@rss.k12.nc.us).


EXPECTATIONS:
Students must be ready for class each day when the bell rings, and will be expected to do their best on assignments. All students must pay attention during the teaching, take notes when directed, answer questions when called upon, and ask questions when necessary.  Completing assignments, participating in class, and briefly reviewing daily are the best methods of ensuring success.  All classroom interruptions must be reserved for true emergencies only!  Each student should act responsibly and be considerate of others.  If absent from class, it is the STUDENT’S responsibility to contact the instructor, find out what was missed, and arrange to make up any missed work.  Attendance and punctuality are vital to the student’s success in school.  Students must be present in class for at least 60 minutes to avoid being counted absent.


DISCIPLINE:
Should a student fail to conduct himself in a reasonable manner, punishment will be administered to correct the problem.  This punishment, based on the severity and frequency of the problem, may consist of student conferences, after-school requirements, parent conferences, after-school detentions, and administrative write-ups.


MISCELLANEOUS:
Students should refer to the 2008-2009 RSS Student handbook for any questions regarding rules, dress, etc.  NCSCOS goals are available online at www.ncdpi.edu and on the “Using Math to Solve Problems” website (new.schoolnotes.com/coachedge).  
